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the same footing and, alike   In    the Municipal,  the Provincial and the
Supreme Councils,   the native interests are powerfully represented.
The Municipal franchise is very broad  in India, and almost
the whole of British India is studded  by Municipal Corporations
and Local Boards.
Speaking of the class of Indians already on the Voters' Rolls
in Natal, The Times article, referred to above, says:
It is precisely this class of men who form the most valued element
in the municipal and other electorates In India. Throughout the 750
municipalities of India the British and the native voters have equal rights,
and 9,790 Municipal Commissioners [Councillors] in 1891 were natives
as against 83$ Europeans. The European vote on the Indian Municipal
Boards was therefore only one to 8 Indian votes, while in the Natal
Electorate there are 37 European votes to one British Indian. ... It must
be remembered that Indian Municipalities administer a population of 15
millions and an expenditure of 50 million rupees.
As to the acquaintance of the Indian with the nature   and
responsibilities of representative institutions, the same article says:
There is probably no other country in the world in which   repre-
sentative institutions have penetrated so deeply into the life of the people.
Every caste, every trade, every village   in  India had for ages its council
of five which practically legislated for and conducted the  administration
of the  little  community  which it represented.     Until the introduction
of the Parish Councils* Act last year, there was no such rural  system  of
self-administration even in England.
Mr. Schwann, M.P., on the same subject says:
Do not suppose that the question of election is a new one in India.
. . . There is no question which is more specially Indian than the ques-
tion of election. Most of our civilization has come from India. And
there is not the slightest doubt that we ourselves are practising a develop-
ment of the Eastern principle of election.
Under such circumstances the Indian community whom the
Bill is intended to affect find It most difficult to understand it.
Your Memorialists submit that the vagueness and ambiguity
of the Bill are very undesirable and fair neither to the European
community nor the Indian. They leave both in a state of suspense
which is painful to the Litter.
Your Memorialists respectfully draw the attention of this
Honourable House to the fact that according to the present
Voters' Roll, there is one Indian to every 38 Europeans, and that
the Indian voters belong to the most respectable element in that